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There is another trend of speculation, that traces the
antiquity of the Kannada race to the earliest Vedic
period by a study of Vedic etymology and mythology.
Mr. S. B. Joshi, who represents this trend, has elaborated
his thesis in his book in Kannada called 'Kannadada
Nele'. According to him, the word Kannada, of which
Karnata is a Sanskrit rendering, stands for the Kannada
country in the main, its two components being Kan and
Nadu. Kan means the Kanna(nna) race, which is the
ancestral stock of the later Kannada people. The K annas
themselves are a branch of the earliest pre-Aryan Dravi-
dians known as Kalawar or Kallar (meaning 'thieves'), who
belong to the Rgvedic era, being cattle-breeders and cattle-
lifters by profession and worshippers of Rudra-Siva as indi-
cated by hymns like 'stenanam pataye namah' etc. The
Kalawar race is said to be Mula-dravida and the Kanna
race Arya-Dravida, resulting from the mixture of Aryan
and Dravidian blood, a mixture that had already commen-
ced in the age of the Rgveda and given rise to Karnata
culture.l The presence of certain Dravidian words in the
Vedas and the Upanisads is pointed out as proof of the said
racial amalgamation. Among others, the word 'Mataef
occuring in Chandogya, one of the earliest Upanisads, is
taken to be a Sanskritised form of the Kannada word
'Midice* meaning 'a grasshopper, a locust', by scholars of
repute like Dr. Jacobi and Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar.2 All
this, it is said, suggests the prevalence of Kannada as a

1 S. B. Joshi : Kannadada Nele, p. 124.
8 Ibid; p. 56- (*re!
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